Surgical Plume Project 
Background

Use ( or not use) of surgical plume evacuation was raised by members at an OTA meeting in 2009. The NSW OTA therefore have put together a project group to look at this issue on behalf of it’s members.

At the 2009 OTA Conference 130 Smoke Plume questionnaires were completed by delegates. 

The results showed that very few hospitals use smoke plume evacuation systems and others who do have evacuation equipment, have little support from either surgeons or staff (or both) to utilise these systems. 

The aim of the Project Group is to raise peoples' awareness of the dangers of 

surgical smoke plume and to lobby NSW Health  to mandate the use of smoke evacuators. 

Jenny Cubitt is the OTA Executive Project Officer who will coordinate the working party. Archival  Officer, Eve Stones and Menna Davies will lead the project. 

The Surgical Plume Working Party has been in touch with other State/Territory 

Perioperative Association to ascertain to what extent they are using smoke evacuation units.

They have also been in contact with several companies who manufacture diathermy and plume evacuation equipment to request the most recent literature on the subject and to view the latest equipment. 

July 2010 update

Surgical Plume Seminar

Over 50 OTA delegates and invited guests attended a seminar evening on surgical plume presented by expert Penny Smalley. Penny has been advising NSW OTA with our project over the past year and we were grateful that she was able to fit us into her busy schedule. 
Penny’s presentation provided the audience with a wealth of information about the dangers of surgical plume, the use of plume evacuation equipment, current standards and those being drafted at international level. 
We were fortunate to have in attendance Angus McKenzie from Workcover NSW and Michelle O’Heffernan, OH&S Project Officer, NSW Health, who announced that a draft policy mandating the use of plume evacuation equipment will begin development shortly and NSW OTA will be involved in these discussions.

This is a significant step which in the near future will see the use of evacuation equipment across NSW public hospitals and reducing the occupational exposure to surgical plume.

The NSW OTA would like to acknowledge the support of N.Stenning & Co Ltd and Buffalo Filters who sponsored the evening and displayed plume evacuation products.

Penny’s notes and bibliography are available from NSW OTA, those of you who would like a copy, or if you are interested in participating in this important workplace project please contact Michelle at the OTA Secretariat  on info@nsw-ota.asn.au. 
December 2010 update

This group has engaged with the Department of Health, Workcover and the OH&S Officer of the NSWNA to progress their efforts.

We were fortunate to have Penny Smalley present a seminar evening in June where she outlined the hazards of surgical plume, progress towards a World Standard and encouraged us to keep working toward our goal of mandated use of plume evacuation equipment.

Further information on this group’s progress will be provided at the NSW OTA conference in March, 2011.

A list of REFERENCES is available for those who are interested.

