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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Hello everyone, I hope that this issue of Suite Talk 
finds you all well. This is my first report since taking 
on the role of President at the conclusion of the 2009 
Annual Conference. I am following in the footsteps of 
wonderful past Presidents, and I will strive to provide 
the standard of leadership that our Association and 
you, the members deserve. 
 
I hope that those of you who attended the 2009 
Annual Conference at Luna Park agree that it was, 
once again, the highlight of the NSW OTA calendar. 
Thank you to the OTA Executive and the Zone 
Executive representatives who attended, for their 
hard work in ensuring the success of such a large 
conference. In particular, I would like to congratulate 
Allanah Hazelgrove, Ella Meek and the Conference 
Sub-Committee – their hard work throughout the 
year is much appreciated. 
 
The Delegate and Trade Evaluations will be 
discussed at the Executive Planning Day on May 30

th
 

and we will use the information gathered as part of 
our planning process for the 2010 Conference in 
Newcastle. And yes, we will make sure we allow 
enough time for the AGM and the Open Forum. I 
apologise for the lengthy overrun this year and the 
subsequent cancellation of the Open Forum. I hope 
that if you have a burning issue that you email or 
write to the Executive and attend one of the Seminar 
Days planned for this year, as we have an Open 
Forum session at the end of the General Meeting at 
each of the Seminar Days. 
 
I thank the Executive members returning in 2009 and 
welcome Dr Lois Hamlin in her role as the Assistant 
Education Officer. We are indeed fortunate to have 
Lois’ expertise and drive back on the Executive. 

I am very pleased to welcome the five Executive 
Committee Officers, Jed Duff, Eve Stones, Adele 
Garvan, Deborah Carter and Katie Franciewicz I 
know that we all look forward to their input 
throughout the coming year. 
 
I would like to thank Pauline Walker and Ella Meek, 
who retired from Executive positions, both of whom 
provided expertise and mentorship to the Executive 
group over many years. 
 
These are challenging but exciting times facing 
Perioperative Nursing. The NSW OTA is focusing on 
two major initiatives in 2009/2010, the Perioperative 
Workforce Project with Professor Mary Chiarella and 
the Smoke Plume Working Party. Jenny Cubitt, in 
her new role as Special Projects Officer will be 
coordinating these projects. Jenny will be supported 
by the Executive and in particular, the five Novice 
Executive members. 
 
As announced at Annual Conference, in response to 
changes to services offered by The College of 
Nursing, we are proceeding with plans to establish 
an independent Secretariat service, with Michelle 
Berarducci. We are negotiating to set up a new 
membership database, which will be more user 
friendly for both Michelle and the members. New 
contact details can be found later in the newsletter. 
 
Prior to Annual Conference I met with the Manager 
of the Nursing Workloads Unit, Workplace Relations 
and Management Branch at the NSW Department of 
Health to discuss the ACORN 2008 Staffing 
Standard. NSW Health made it very clear that the 
aim of the discussion was only to clarify the intent of 
some of the changes and the terminology contained 
in the revised standard, and that they would not 
automatically adopt these changes. I stated that it is 
the opinion of the NSW OTA that to ensure a safe 
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standard of patient care and adequate supervision 
and education of beginning practitioners that all 
Operating Suites in NSW should be staffed utilising 
3.5 nurses per room in the calculations of FTE 
required and that there is a requirement for 4 
nurses per room where very complex surgery is 
undertaken, e.g. robotics or intraoperative MRI etc 
or where concurrent procedures are undertaken. 
We also discussed the intent of the wording 
regarding staff /patient ratios in the Stage 2 PAR 
Unit, among other issues. 
 
The DOH has developed a document that has been 
circulated to all AHS regarding the potential impact 
of the changes. 
 
I also met with the NSWNA to discuss the same 
issues, and I am sure that the subject of the 
ACORN 2008 Staffing Standard as the Reasonable 
Workload tool for staffing Operating Suites will be 
debated at the NSWNA Annual Conference in July. 
 
We had barely drawn breath following the 
Conference before heading off to Alice Springs for 
the 2009 NTPN Conference on the 7

th
 and 8

th
 May. 

I joined Fran O’Brien, NSW ACORN Director and 
ACORN Secretary, Tracey Kerle, NSW ACORN 
Representative and NSW OTA Secretary  and 
Pauline Walker, Editor of the ACORN Journal at 
this interesting Conference.  This was, I am sorry to 
say, my first trip to ’the Alice’, but it certainly won’t 
be my last. What a unique place. We were 
‘Welcomed to Country’ by one of the Aboriginal 
Liaison Officers from Alice Springs Hospital. This 
was a moving experience and set the tone for 
presentations telling the stories of the cultural 
richness, diversity and resilience of our indigenous 
peoples and the journeys they share with the 
nursing, medical and allied health staff as they 
negotiate the health care system. Over two days 
we were treated to many different and inspiring 
stories of nursing and medical care provided in 
Alice Springs and the remote outstations 
throughout the Northern Territory. 
 
This Conference also incorporated the 2009 
ACORN AGM. During the Open Forum following 
the AGM I raised the issue of the wording and 
formatting of the ACORN Staffing Standard and the 
potential difficulty we face in NSW due to NSW 
Health’s interpretation of some of the wording and 
the calculation of the FTE required being 
incorporated in an Appendix to the Standard. I 

thanked the Board for posting the Standard on the 
ACORN website for comment and input prior to 
the finalisation of the ACORN 2010 Staffing 
Standard. I recommend that NSW OTA members 
take this opportunity to participate in the process. 
I also asked if the ACORN President had had an 
opportunity to meet with Rosemary Bryant, the 
Chief Nurse of Australia to discuss and promote 
Perioperative Nursing. This has not occurred as 
yet, however, the President is seeking a meeting 
with the Chief Nurse when she is available. 
 
NSW OTA has been approached by IIR 
Conferences to support their Operating Suite 
Management Conference planned for September 
this year.  This will involve the use of the OTA 
logo on their Conference material, promotion in 
Suite Talk and also a link on our website. OTA 
members will not be contacted by IIR, neither will 
they  have access to our database and there is no 
monetary relationship involved. NSW OTA 
members who attend this conference will receive 
a special discounted registration rate. The 
preliminary program looks very exciting with a 
number of prominent local and overseas 
presenters. This is an opportunity for NSW OTA to 
gain exposure at national and perhaps 
international level. I will keep you informed of 
further developments. 
 
In closing (at last, I hear you say) I would like to 
acknowledge the great contribution to the NSW 
OTA of our immediate Past President, Jane 
Waldron and thank her for her support both 
personal and professional. 
  
I look forward to seeing you at our Seminar Days 
and to visiting the Zones for their Professional 
Days and AGMs.  
 
Regards 

 

Kerry Rodgers 

 
President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NSW OTA     PO Box 212, Croydon, 2132                    02 9799 9835                 www.nsw-ota.asn.au    ota@nursing.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACORN UPDATE 

 
 ACORN has recently purchased a 

property in Adelaide as a permanent HQ. 
Adelaide selected as a central and most cost 
effective location for the majority of ACORN 
Executive 

 Conference planning well underway. The 
call for abstracts is on the ACORN website 
and will be in next journal 

 ACORN is currently in discussion with 
RACS & ANZCA re the promotion and 
implementation of the WHO initiative of Safe 
Site Policy 

 National database well underway with 
WA, Tas and NT participating 

 Concerns raised re AS4187 being placed 
on a provisional list. Presidents of all 
State/Territory Associations have been 
asked to write to the their health departments 
to voice their concerns 

 ACORN are currently reviewing the 
Standards – volunteers are requested to 
contribute to the review – please see 
ACORN website if you would like to 
contribute to this review 

 ACORN are requesting members to send 
in copies of their count sheet to develop a 
generic version as an example to include in 
the counting Standard – please send to OTA 
and we will forward them onto ACORN 

 

Zone Dates 
    
   June    Sat 27

th
            Zone 5 

  Casino Hospital       
  Professional Day 
 
    July    Tues 11

th
          Zone 6       

  7pm  
  Wollongong (venue TBA) 
  General Meeting 
 
    July    Sat 18th  Zone 1       
  Newcastle (Club Macquarie,  
  Lambton)     
              Professional Education Day & AGM 
 
August  Sat 22

nd
  Zone 7 

  Canberra Hospital 
  Professional Education Day & AGM 

Society for the Preservation of 
Artifacts of  Surgery & Medicine 

(SPASM) 
 

The SPASM Museum volunteers wish to 
thank the OTA for making display space 
at the recent Conference available to us 
and also thank the members of the OTA 
who visited the stand and showed such 
interest in the display. The many offers of 
surplus equipment are appreciated and 
we look forward to welcoming many of 
you to the forthcoming AGM and Open 
Day to be held on Saturday 11

th
 July at 

SPASMôs Museum at Gladesville 
Hospital. 
 
If you are attending the AGM and having 
lunch please RSVP to 
jcornell@netspace.net.au  for catering 
purposes, otherwise the open day and 
tour will commence at 1pm. 

 

              
 

At the recent European Operating Room 
Nurses Association (EORNA) Conference in 
Copenhagen Phyllis Davis was made an 
international ambassador in recognition of her 
work with the perioperative nurses in Papua 
New Guinea. She received her medal from 
current IFPN President, James Harrison. 
 
Australia was well represented at EORNA 
with 40 delegates amongst the 650 
attendees, with several, including Phyllis 
presenting papers. 

mailto:jcornell@netspace.net.au
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PRIZE WINNERS 

* If winners have not received their prizes, please contact your local Company representative 

 

 Name  *Prize  Company  
 Sarah Sisson   J&J  

 Aaron Dalton  camera Unomedical 

 Elvira Fragiacomo   ITL  

 Tonya Wasley  Stethosocpe  3M 

 Sally Taylor  Baileys Fairmont M edical  

 Rona Jason Smith  Champagne and Book Trumpt M edical  

 Sue Sawyer   Arjo  Huntle igh 

 Anne Thompson  250 education grant  Matrix S urgical  

 D Moore  Michael and J ason as a slave for day  Multigate  

 Cathy Burnes  texbook  Medchem Surgical  

 Maryanne Wilson  Wine  Medchem Surgical  

 Lyn Knoakes Coles Myer voucher  Alcon 

 Heather Cornish  Champagne Promedica 

 Helene Jagton  red travel case  Promedica 

 Lizzie Jennings  double movie passes Molynlcke 

 Alissa Stevenson  double movie passes Molynlcke 

 Alfie L ombardi   Kimberly Clark  

 OTA RAFFLE  

Heraeus  ð Registration for 2010 OTA 

Conference ð Elizabet h Jennings, 

Hawkesbury District Hospital   

First  Ruth Wiggins    

Second Susan Querill    

Third  Pat Soloman   

 

SMOKE PLUME PROJECT 

 
Thank you to everyone who completed the Smoke Plume survey at the recent OTA 
Conference. 130 questionnaires were completed.  
 
The results showed that very few hospitals use smoke plume evacuation systems and others 
who do not have evacuation equipment, have little support from either surgeons or staff (or 
both) to utilise these systems.  
 
The OTA will proceed with forming a working party to further examine the issue and work 
towards strategies to promote safe work practices for staff utilising smoke evacuation 
equipment. This project is the result of a considerable amount of passionate discussion at last 
year’s Scrub/Scout seminar. So it’s time to turn that passion into action and volunteer to be part 
of the working party. 
 
Jenny Cubitt is the OTA Project Officer who will coordinate the working party. New Executive 
Officer, Eve Stones and Menna Davies will lead the project – so if you are interested in this 
important workplace issue, please contact the OTA. 
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Sally Sutherland-Fraser 

Certificate of Appreciation 

Ella Meek 

Certificate of Appreciation 

Bill Parmenter 

Certificate of Appreciation 

Jenny Pirie 

Life Membership 
Deb Cansdell, St George 

Hospital, accepts the Team 

Excellence Award  

AWARDS 
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NSW OTA Executive 2009 - 2010 
Position Name Hospital 

President Kerry Rodgers Nepean 

Past President/Treasurer Jane Waldron  Hornsby 

Zone Coordinator Debbie Dobbs Nepean 

Secretary Tracy Kerle Gosford 

Asst Treasurer Cheryl Simmonds St George 

Education Officer Allanah Hazelgrove Calvary Mater Newcastle 

Asst Education Officer Lois Hamlin UTS 

Editorial Liaison Lilian Blair Gosford/Wyong 

Minute Secretary Karen Jones Ryde 

Membership Secretary Lisa Siladyi Childrens’ Hospital Westmead  

Public Relations Menna Davies POW/SCH 

Archival Officer Mark Davies RNSH 

Project Officer Jenny Cubitt Canterbury 

ACORN Director Fran O’Brien POW/SCH 

ACORN Representative  Tracey Kerle Gosford 

Executive Committee Officer Eve Stones Westmead 

Executive Committee Officer Jed Duff St Vincents Private 

Executive Committee Officer Adele Garvan RNSH/Mona Vale 

Executive Committee Officer Katie Franciewicz N Gosford Private 

Executive Committee Officer Deborah Carter Sydney Adventist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW OTA NEW CONTACT DETAILS 
From 1

st
 July 2009 our new contact details are as follows: 

Michelle Berarducci     
Administrative Assistant 
NSW OTA  
PO Box 212, Croydon, 2132 
Phone:   9799 9835 
Fax:       9799 1867 
Email: ota@nursing.edu.au 
 
Website address remains the same 
 
Other information from Michelle: 

 where possible, please communicate with Michelle via email, obviously if the 
issue is urgent do not hesitate to call her 
 

 OTA will no longer offer the option of payment by American Express Credit 

Cards ï the fees Amex charge have become too expensive  

mailto:ota@nursing.edu.au
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EDUCATION DAYS 

 
Sat 27

th
 June 

Anaesthetic & Recovery 
3m Innovations Centre, Pymble 
See website for information and 
registration 
 

Fri 21
st

 August   
Educatorsô Seminar Day 
Royal Hospital for Women 
Randwick 
 

Sat 8
th

 November  
Instrument/Circulating 
Focus 
3M Innovations Centre, Pymble 

Operating Theatre Management Conference 
10

th
 & 11

th
 September 2009, Citigate Central Hotel, 

Sydney 
 

This event will feature a range of presentations addressing 
the issues faced in the management of hospital operating 
theatres.  Amongst other themes, key national experts will 
discuss the patient safety and quality, patient flow and the 
surgical patient journey, correct patient/procedures/site 
protocol, lean in the operating theatre, maximising theatre 
throughput, staff recruitment and retention, leadership and 
improving operating theatre waiting lists. 
 
The Operating Theatre Management Congress will facilitate 
open discussion and lively debate, offer excellent 
networking opportunities and a chance to leverage 
knowledge from key case studies and experts in this field. 
Dr Lois Hamlin and Phyllis Davis will facilitate each day and 
OTA members will receive a discount on registration.  
 
For more information, call the bookings hotline on (02) 9080 
4090 or email info@iir.com.au or visit 
www.iir.com.au/optheatre  

 

CONFERENCE REVIEW 
 
Number of delegates: 350 + 
Trade stands: 68 
 
Overall it was a very successful Conference 
and evaluations were generally very positive.  
 
All feedback provided will be considered by 
the Conference Committee when planning 
Conference 2010. 
 
Check out the website for powerpoint 
presentations of the opening and closing 
montages.  
 
Planning is well underway for the 2010 

Conference 11
th

 ï 13
th

 March, Newcastle. 

mailto:info@iir.com.au
http://www.iir.com.au/optheatre

