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1. PRESENT:  Deb Carter, Brian Julien, Hayley McIntosh, Mary-Anne Renshaw, Karen Hay, Allanah Hazelgrove, Felicity Kenney, Eva Naidoo, Elyse Panozzo, Belinda Foden, Linda Knox, Shoshana Gaida, Jane Cory, Helena Carey, Jenny Kalaf, Heidi Morcombe, Kum-Ling Sum, Patricia  Kempton, Ida Dalisay, Nhat Tran, Suzanne Querruel, Marija Grech, Kay McDougall, Jay MacDonall, Dianne Passwell, Lyn Coleman, Flora Wong, Flora Ku, Julie Walters, Sarah Luff, Mary Jane Velasco, Jenny Critchley, Bobby East, Karen Reimar, Aaron Lowe, Tracy Johnston, Kelly Hampton, Sally Harris, Grace Carulla, Gerry Barron, Angela Van Vuuren, Maria Caires-Forlano, Kam Kosevic, Joyce Bennett, Cindy Loveridge, Penny Bryan, Treacy Jobson, Catherine Randall, Lovely Bernacer, Lorelle Horwood, Hayley Marr.
Chair person: Allanah Hazelgrove
2. Apologies:  Tracy Kerle, Lilian Blair, Jane Waldron, Jenny Cubit, Kerry Rogers, Debbie Dobbs-Higgins, Jed Duff, Sue Lovatt, 

_______________________________________________________________
3. Confirmation of Previous Minutes:   

Minutes of the previous meeting were moved by Karen Hay and seconded by Brian Julien. 

4. Business arising from previous General meeting - Nil
5. Standing Agenda items

5.1. Projects

5.1.1. Surgical Plume Working Party – JC reported that OTA, NSW Health and Workcover are working together to create a draft policy on the use of surgical plume. Perioperative Suite Managers should have been sent a document recently asking for a list of instruments and appliances that produce a surgical plume. 
5.1.2. Perioperative Nursing Workforce Project – JC reported that the groups who were involved in this project presented at the OTA conference and are finalising their project and submitting their summaries. These will go to the chief nurse Deborah Tomms and also to their Director of Nursing for their Hospital and Health Network. The OTA will then be consulted about repeating this project again in the future. There were 12 groups that have participated in this project and they will be encouraged to present their work in the ACORN journal.
5.1.3. Perioperative Competencies Working Party – BJ reported that the working party have formed to create competence tools to utilise state wide in all health facilities. They are covering patient centred care. They are at the first evaluation stage where some units are utilising the tools and then will give feedback so changes can be made.
5.1.4. Surgical Futures – AH reported that NSW health looked into the surgical futures of health and they have been discussing health across NSW. They have produced their first document. This document is on their website for the public to view at their leisure.
5.2. Conference 2012 – The next conference is at Rose hill 8-10 March 2012. The call for abstracts is open and is due by September 5. The delegates were asked to think about presenting or asking people who are doing good things in their departments to consider presenting and submitting their abstracts. The Education officer and OTA executive are available to help people who want to present
6. New Business.

6.1 Executive Positions Vacant 


6.1.1 
Position:

Minute Secretary  

Nomination:

Sally Duncan
Nominated by: 
Lilian Blair



Seconded by: 

Jane Waldron
Nil against and nil abstain


6.1.2
Position:

Assistant Education Officer 
Nomination:

Mary Ann Renshaw 
Nominated by: 
Brian Julien

Seconded: 

Karen Hay
Nil against nil abstain


6.2 New Executive Positions Vacant



6.2.1
Position:

Assistant Information Technology Officer  

AH gave a short description of the role in addition to the role description handed out to delegates at the beginning of the meeting.

Nomination:

Brian Julien



Nominated by:

Lilian Blair

Seconded by:

Karen Hay

Nil against nil abstain



6.2.2
Position:

Assistant Zone Coordinator
AH gave a short description of the role in addition to the role handed out to delegates to view.
Nomination:

Sarah Luff
Nominated by:

Self

Seconded by:

Deborah Carter

Nil against nil abstain

AH welcomed Sarah to the executive of the OTA NSW.



6.2.3
Position:

Promotions Officer  
AH gave a short description of the role and the potentials of the role and what it will incorporate.
Nomination:


 Nil nominations given
7. Open Forum.
7.1. Sarah Luff asked re ACORN 2008 staffing standards and the award as set out in the recent NSWNA action. Are these being taken into effect? There seems to be problems at her facility and also other facilities represented by delegates and executive. JC responded that NUM’s need to go to their DON’s to increase staffing according to the ratio. There is apparently no time frame for these ratios to take into effect but it is up to the NUM of each department and up to them to talk to their DON re staffing. If there is a situation of bed block affecting other units ie recovery or theatres then the appropriate NUMs of the units affected should be taking note of this and taking this information to their DON to address the situation on the wards. DC mentioned that Australia isn’t unique and there is data out there. Some data from USA also indicates that this also affects patient discharges.
7.2. AH asked the group about units that perform ECT in their perioperative department. AH asked about the administration of fentanyl to these patients. Some anaesthetists want to use one ampoule of fentanyl over a certain number of patients. This was agreed to be not right and the offending anaesthetists should cease this behaviour
7.3. Heidi Morcombe asked the delegates present regarding DVT prophylaxis policies. AH answered that Hunter New England Local Health Network utilised through each surgeon preference and patients through preoperative check lists were deemed to be “at risk”. It was also asked to AH if they were they being used for ALL patients or just selected patients. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​Heidi Morcombe asked were the costs of these taken from the theatre/day surgery budget especially for DOSA patients. BJ answered that at Westmead patients come from DOSA in a majority of cases. Heidi Morcombe asked were some hospitals reusing for multiple patients.
7.4.  Karen Reimar asked re oral chemotherapy precautions for those who come through the operating room. Workcover states that the patients need the chemotherapy precautions if oral chemotherapy drugs are taken within the previous 7 days. Karen Reimar asked if other hospitals had a policy to identify these patients and asked how these patients are managed. BJ answered that Westmead Hospital uses the same precautions for oral or IV chemotherapy recipient patients. BJ also mentioned that there was information on the NSW Health Website. Jenny Chrichley answered that their facility had a chemotherapy trolley with all the required PPE and spill kits available. The question was regarding the waste from the operating room being sent as chemotherapy waste and not processed as usual perioperative waste. 
8. Close of Meeting: 1305 hrs.

