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	Meeting:   General Meeting OTA   (Educators Seminar Day)
Date :        Friday 21st August  2009
Venue:      Royal Hospital for Women  
Meeting opened:  13.35
Meeting Closed:  14.02



	President signature of final copy:_________________________________

Reports attached:          Nil
Minute secretary:          Karen Jones


PRESENT: Jane Waldron - JW(Chairperson),Karen Jones, Lilian Blair - LB, Allanah Hazelgrove –AH, Debbie Carter, Fran O'Brien - FOB, Menna Davies - MD, Katie Frankovich, Tracy Kerle - TK, A M Allanson, J Austin-Clifford, J Bayliss, N Bermingham, R Berriman, M Blankevoort, M Brooks, L Butler, M Butler, C Capiello, J Carlile, K Chapuis, A Cox, C Ellis, E Griffiths, K Howe, B Hudson, M Jones, B Julien, M Loth, S Minton, S Moore, J Moore, F Aulis, N Payne, A Pickering, L Rapley, F Oulis, T Sayce, M Shearer, L Sheau Yiling Lo, K Smithers, M Taylor, E Tween, J Walters, J Waterman, C Watson, M Wheeler.
Apologies: Lois Hamlin, Mark Davies, Debbie Dobbs, Jenny Cubitt, Jed Duff, Kerry Rodgers - KR, Lisa Siladyi, Cheryl Simmonds.
_____________________________________________________________________
1. Amendments to Previous Minutes:  correction to 3.1 should read “Menna Davies”
2.  Confirmation of Previous Minutes:   
Minutes of the previous meeting were moved by Lilian Blair to be accepted and seconded by Allanah Hazelgrove.
3.  Business arising from previous General meeting:
3.1 Smoke Plume Working Party –Working party arose out of discussions at an OTA seminar day last year. Working party has been convened with Eve Stone, Menna Davis and Jenny Cubitt from the OTA executive with support from Deb Burrows, Newsome.  The working party have commenced literature searches re this issue. A survey has been conducted at the recent OTA Conference and results will be tabulated and disseminated ASAP.  Kerry Rodgers has passed a motion with the NSWNA for support with this issue, which was endorsed. The OTA plan to facilitate communication with members and companies to progress this issue.  It remains a work in progress and members will be kept updated through SuiteTalk. 

Action: Ongoing
3.2 Value of a Nurse – The Perioperative Nurses Workforce Project – JW advised that the OTA sponsorship by the DoH for the services of Mary Chiarella to progress this project. JW will lead this project along with Lois Hamlin and Jenny Cubitt and Mary Chiarella.  A meeting is scheduled with Mary for next week Information will be disseminated through the Area DONs and sites will be asked for interest in being involved in the project.  Workshops will be conducted throughout the state to ensure a wide stakeholder involvement.  The next meeting with the working party will be in August. Members will be kept updated through Suite Talk.
3.3
Lack of Perioperative Education support from CoN - JW advised that the OTA have written to the CoN with no response to date.  MD advised that an appointment (Deb Cochran) has been made and it is anticipated that this will be forth coming.
Action:  Ongoing

4.  New Business.
4.1 New OTA contact Details - JW advised that the Secretariat services that were held at the CoN have ceased.  We have been successful in keeping the current secretariat and she has set up her own business contracted to  the NSW OTA.  New mailing address and telephone details as well as email addresses have been posted on the website and will be disseminated to members. Fridge magnets will be disseminated to members for reference.
4.2 Conference 2010 – JW advised that the next conference will be held in Newcastle on 10-13 March 2010.  It will be a great event.  The call for abstracts will be distributed in the coming weeks. Recommendation that sites notify their Area Health Services of the impending conference in Newcastle with the aim of requesting a reduction of elective surgery at this time to facilitate attendance. 
4.3 Loan Set Project – The national policy for safe design and handling of road cases, tubs and surgical instrument sets – TK advised that the policy is in development and it is expected that a draft will be in circulation by February 2010. It is expected that tray specifications will be added and companies who develop new instrumentation trays will be expected to meet these guidelines.  The policy will require timeframes as it will be a huge change to how companies manage loan kits.
4.4 ACORN report – FOB advised that ACORN has been very busy with monthly meetings. The website is being redevelopment with the hope of being more interactive.  The current ACORN standards are being reviewed.  Pat Nicholson has asked if NSW will be responding on the staffing standards.  The staffing impact with the implementation of eMR is an issue for NSW but is not being seen as a high priority.  It is anticipated that the Standards will be available on line by November with personalised passwords will be required with limited viewing of the standards at any one time because of copyright regulations. Purchasing of passwords has not been finalised. Members will have to buy on line access AND/OR hard copy access separately.  FOB advised that members will be advised in writing that the annual report will be moving to electronic version.  The ACORN Conference will be held in Perth on 19-22 May 2010.

4.5 Perioperative Nurses with ED and ICU program - MD advised that SSF and herself met with Lisa Coombs (project officer NSW Health) re inclusion of perioperative nurses transition program, as is available for ICU and ED nurses.  Lisa was supportive of this but it will be dependent on funding. Members will be kept updated.
4.6 Seminar Days - MD asked members if it was appropriate to keep this seminar day on a Friday or whether it is more appropriate to move it to a Saturday. Member’s resoundly preferred Friday.
4.7 New OTA executive – JW introduced the attendees to the new executive members. 5 new executive members have been appointed to the committee. (Katie, Jed, Lois, Debbie & Adele).
4.8 Scrub/scout presenters - AH asked if members could raise at local sites that she is seeking scrub/scout presenters for the next seminar day.  Please contact Allanah or Lilian if interested.
5.   Open Forum – opened 1405
5.1 Claudia Hobson (Westmead Children’s) sought clarification around the OR Registered Nurses report should change to OR Nurses report and the responsibility of the instrument EEN. SSF advised that EENs do not need their work countersigned and there is a DoH policy to support this.  EENs are accountable for their practice and the RN is there to supervise and delegate.  SSF advised that this issue is becoming more prevalent with the introduction of eMR and SEIAHS have implemented a practice that whoever enters the data owns the record. SSF advised that with eMR it is easier to track movements of circulating staff.
5.2 Infection Control (Kathy Chapuis POW Public) – raised concerns with eating and drinking in ORs, wearing of theatre attire outside of theatre, lack of wearing masks in ORs – NSW Infection Control policy covers this and it is out for review currently. Marg Butler has written to this committee advising that this policy does not comply with ACORN Standards.  LB and Marg advised that there are contradictions within the policy and Marg encouraged all members to send comments regarding this policy.  LB advised that local facility policy can override mandatory NSW Health policy. General discussion amongst those present re the inconsistencies of infection control practices at different facilities.
5.3 NSW Health PD 2005_571 - Handling of Accountable items – JW advised that the revised document is still with Julie Williams at NSW Health.  This will be raised at the next OTA Executive Committee Meeting with the suggestion we write to convey our concerns that this has not be finalised and or released.
5.4 Priority 1 Caesarian Sections – JW sought clarification regarding informed consents during emergency situations and the fact that the baby has no rights until born. It appears that there may be different consent processes in place for midwifery and surgical emergency procedures. JW will feedback outcome. JW to raise with Mary Chiarella.

5.5 Non regulated workers - Sharon Minton raised the issue re the elimination of TEN programs and a new project sponsored through NaMO being lead by Kathy Baker which is gauging support for the introduction of non-regulated nurses within the hospital setting (not designated for theatres at this stage).  SSF advised that the NSWNA has advised that the association are aware of this and that we need to ensure that if it is implemented then it needs to be implemented in an appropriate manner in the Perioperative environment.
5.6 New eMR system for gastroenterology - Lynn Rapley (National Director for Education Gastroenterology) – new eMR system for gastroenterology database collection awarded to Provation in NSW and QLD– being trialled at Concord Hospital for the next month – endoscopy based – include pre, intra and post op phase and is a multidisciplinary program. There is federal funding for software but sites will be responsible for purchasing their own hardware. The issues surrounding this program roll-out will be unique for NSW as they have a significant amount of endoscopy procedures performed within the Operating Suite environment.

6   Close of Forum: 14.50 hrs.
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