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	Meeting:   General Meeting NSW OTA   (Anaesthetics & Recovery Professional Day)

Date :       3/7/10

Venue:      3M

Meeting opened:   12.29hrs

Meeting Closed:    13.28hrs 




	President signature of final copy:_________________________________

Reports attached:          Nil


1. PRESENT:  Kerry Rodgers - KR, Karen Jones - KJ, Allanah Hazelgrove - AH, Lilian Blair - LB, Hayley McIntosh, Jed Duff, Deb Carter, Mary Jagger, Susan Eveson, Ellen Brabant, Kay McDougall, Gabrielle Butler, Kim Page, Sandra Butler, Adam Dickson, Kim Gibbs, JoAnn Canseecu, Carolyn Lockart, Patricia Goh, Virginia Chenney, Doreen Wong, Ailsa Stevenson, Miriam Froemel, Katy Choi, Dorothy Peiris, Lynne Abrahams, Maggie Richards, Clare Allen, Suzanne Querruel, Jenny Critchley, Robynne Nutley, Cecelia McnEIL, Amit Prashar, Bev Bromfield, Caterina Scarazza, Danielle Cherry, Gabrielle Meloy, Emily Dearing, Veronica Wiltshire, Linda Wright, Flora Wong, Nattaharn Dontri, Rachael Jenkins, Sally West, Lyndall Goff, Moya Campbell.

2. Apologies:  Jane Waldron, Debbie Dobbs-Higgens, Jenny Cubitt, Brian Julien.
________________________________________________________________________

3. Confirmation of Previous Minutes:   

Previous minutes need to reflect that the meeting was held at the “Scrub/scout professional day” not the educator’s day as recorded. Minutes of the previous meeting were moved by Allanah Hazelgrove to be accepted and seconded by Jed Duff.

4.  Business arising from previous General meeting - Nil
5.  Standing Agenda items



5.1  
Projects



        5.1.1 
Surgical Plume Working Party – this working party arose out of a discussion at a previous professional day.  The working party have done an extensive literature review and have met with Michelle O’Heffernan, Policy Advisor OH&S NSW Health and Trish Butrej from NSWNA and Angus McKenzie from WorkCover. A Seminar evening was held on 22nd June with presentation by Penny Smalley, with over 60 attendees from across metropolitan Sydney. The main points from the presentation are that it is an occupational hazard and over 97% of surgical procedures produce surgical plume and that we should be using ULPA filters not just HEPA filters and that we should be working in an environment free from hazards.  A big take home message is that masks do not filter plume. NSW Health have written to all Area Health Services (Chief Executives) seeking information  as to  what processes are in place to manage surgical plume.  



Action:  Ongoing.  Penny is keeping in contact with the working party and we hope to have her present at the next OTA Conference. ISO are looking at developing a worldwide standard.

5.1.2 Perioperative Nursing Workforce Project – 12 month project involving 15 teams across NSW and are now in the implementation stage of the project. Mary Chiarella is the project facilitator, Dr Lois Hamlin is project lead on behalf of NSW OTA. An overview of some of the projects was provided by KJ.  The project completion is due in November and the teams will be presenting at the next OTA Conference.  One of the aims of the project was to give nurses the research skills to identify and research local problems and find resolutions. 
Action:  Ongoing

5.1.3 Perioperative Competencies Working Party - LB advised that at the last Conference it was identified that NSW OTA needed to be productive and develop competencies that can be used throughout NSW rather than re-inventing the wheel. LB advised that a working party will be convened and that expressions of interest (EOI) will be called for shortly. LB has developed draft guidelines for use.
        Action:  EOI for working party representation will be circulated to all OTA members shortly. The working party criteria  are to be circulated along with EOI.

5.2 Conference 2011 – AH provided an overview on the 2011 Conference at Rosehill Racecourse from the 3-5 March 2011.  Call for abstracts  has been circulated. If you know of anyone who would be willing to do a presentation please advise OTA Executive.. AH advised that the conference will be held in March every year. LB advised that there is a conference page on the OTA website and includes guidelines on how to submit an abstract.
Action:  Suggestions for speakers/topics to be submitted to the Conference Committee.

5.3 Periop transition program – KR provided and overview on the need to develop a perioperative transition program based on the ICU program.  NSW OTA plans to approach NSW Health for support with this program.
Action:  Ongoing

5.4 ACORN Working Party – KR advised that there was a group within NSW OTA interested in looking at governance issues and these have been tabled at the ACORN Board meeting. Clarification around the executive officer role at ACORN has been received and accepted. Fran O’Brien has been the NSW OTA  ACORN director and is stepping down at the end of the year and Tracey Kerle will step into the role. KR will step into the NSW ACORN Representative role vacated by Tracey Kerle. KR congratulated FOB on her co-ordination of the last ACORN Conference.

Action: Ongoing

6.   New Business.

       6.1  Organisation direction working party  - small working party has been convened to look at NSW OTA direction and governance. The working party will review the OTA name and its relevance to perioperative nursing to ensure that it represents who we are and what we do.  This project is in it’s formative stage  and  any changes suggested will be tabled with all OTA members  for discussion/voting etc prior to implementation.

     Action:  Ongoing

6.2 Surgical Futures Meeting – KR advised that a number of OTA members attended the Surgical Futures meeting held early this year to review and discuss how best to move surgery forward for the next 5 years. Consultation with key stakeholders/groups is underway and a further meeting will be held in the near future. The WHO checklist is being discussed at state level as how best to roll out in NSW.

Action:  Members are encouraged to email any suggestions to the OTA.

7.  Open Forum.

7.1  Continuing Education points – Clarification was sought by Kim Gibbs re continuing education points.  KR advises that any education/research /inservices can be used as evidence of continuing education.  Accreditation is not required for hours to be accrued.  KR advised that the OTA uses RCNA  APEC process  for accrediting professional days and conferences for educational points and  that RCNA has indicated that  1 hour=1 point. DC will contact RCNA for official clarification re points/hours. Incorrect title on certificate of attendance – all withdrawn today.
Action: Members encouraged to review AHPRA website for accurate information. Correct certificates will be mailed to all attendees.

7.2 
KR tabled an incident at her Hospital with failure of medical  air and that many staff did not understand that medical  air drives the venturi suction throughout the hospital and whilst there are often alternative solutions for suction, air and oxygen delivery but there is nothing to support scavenging.  A suggestion was made that a make shift Bains circuit and sucker tubing could possibly be used to scavenge gases, however, this would still have to be vented to the outside atmosphere to be effective

8.        Close of Meeting:   13.28hrs.
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