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	Meeting:  NSW OTA Annual General Meeting 

Date :       Friday 12th March  2010

Venue:     Newcastle Panthers, King St Newcastle

Meeting opened:   14.15hrs

Meeting Closed:    16.05hrs 




	President signature of final copy:_________________________________

Reports attached:          Nil

Record taken by: Minute secretary          


PRESENT:     All attendees’ names recorded and attached as per sign on register.
Apologies:    Robyn McEachran, Joy Wilson, Pat Solomon, Karin Croghan, Val Corcoran, Karen Sheers, Mickey Mantle, Phyllis Davis,  YY Sue, Lois Hamlin, Lynn Noakes, Maryann Wilson, Sue-Ellen Saals, Sue Leahy, Yvonne Van Netten, Emma Flint, Deirdre Rose, 
1. Amendments to Previous Minutes:   Nil

2. 
Confirmation of Previous Minutes:   


Minutes of the previous meeting were moved by Allanah Hazelgrove to be accepted and seconded by Katie Frankiewicz.  Endorsed by all members present.

3. 
President’s Annual Report

· Kerry Rodgers presented the Presidents Report as per the 53rd Annual Report.

Report Key Points
·  Secretariat services relocation
· APEC Accreditation
· Projects – Smoke Plume, Loan Kits and the Perioperative Nursing Workforce Project

· ACORN staffing Standard 2010
· PD2005_571 progress
· Industrial and professional issues
· Kerry thanked the conference sub committee for all their hours of work required to present the annual conference.


· Kerry thanked the executive committee members and Zone committee members for all their support and hard work whilst she has been President. Kerry thanks Michelle Berarducci for all her hard work and support. The outgoing executive are:
Mark Davies; Menna Davies; Katie Frankiewicz; Adele Garvan; Lois Hamlin; Cheryl Simmonds

There were no questions from the floor regarding the President’s report.


Action: Nil

4.
Treasurer’s Statement and Financial Report:

Jane Waldron tabled the financial report. There were no questions from the floor regarding the           financial report.

Moved that treasurer’s report be accepted: Jane Waldron
Seconded: Jed Duff

  All in favour

5.  
Appointment of Auditor


Jane Waldron moved that Graeme Day be re-appointed as the Auditor


Moved:  Jane Waldron



Seconded: Lynda Mitchell

All in favour
6. Annual Reports from Zone Chairpersons 

Zone Reports have been included in the annual report by the relevant Chairpersons


Action: Nil

7. Election of Office Bearers for  2010/2011

· ACORN Representative: Tracy Kerle will vacate this position in November 2010 following the changeover of the ACORN Board. There were no nominees from the floor for this upcoming role.

· ACORN Director:   Fran O’Brien will vacate this position in November following the changeover of the ACORN Board and Tracy Kerle will become the NSW ACORN Director.

Nominations were received by the closing date for the following positions.  As there was only one nominee for each position the following people were declared elected unopposed. 

· Lilian Blair                    Editorial Liaison Officer                         

· Eve Stones
              Archival Officer

· Allanah Hazelgrove      Educational Officer

     position nominated in 2009 for 2 years

· Deborah Carter
  Assistant Education Officer

· Jane Waldron                Treasurer                                    position nominated in 2009 for 2 years

· Debbie Dobbs               Zone Coordinator                       position nominated in 2009 for 2 years

· Lisa Siladyi                   Membership Officer                     

· Karen Jones                  Minute Secretary

· Jenny Cubitt

  Project Officer

· Jed Duff

  Assistant Treasurer Officer

Kerry Rodgers advised that Allanah Hazelgrove was elected unopposed as Vice President/President Elect and welcomed her to the forthcoming role.

Nominations for the remaining vacant executive position were called for from the floor. Those present were reminded of the following-

The person nominated must be a member
· Can be nominated by self or someone

· If  more than one nomination received for each position there would be  a ballot vote for that vacant position

Vacant Position:   Archival Officer

·       Nomination:   Eve Stones
·       Nominated by:   Kerry Rodgers

·       Seconded by : Tracy Kerle               
      Elected Unopposed                                   
      Vacant Position:   Public Relations Officer

· Nomination:      Karen Hay

· Nominated by: Jenny Cubitt 

· Seconded by:   Linda Mee               

Elected Unopposed                                   

Novice Committee Members:

Nomination:  Brian Julien

Nominated by: Jennifer Chritchley

Seconded by: Debbie Dobbs-Higgins

Nomination: Hayley McIntosh
Nominated by: Marg Butler

Seconded: Jed Duff

Both Elected Unopposed

All new Executive members were welcomed.

8. Notices of Motion

Motion 1: Notice is hereby given to increase Membership fees, under Part Three Membership Fees, Clause 11.1 of the Constitution of the New South Wales Operating Theatre Association Inc as follows:

That the yearly fees increase from $88.00 per year to $100.00 per year and that the three yearly fees increase from $250.00 to $276.00.

Rationale:  The operating costs of the NSW OTA Inc have increased over the last three years; however, there has been no increase in membership fees during that time. In addition, ACORN has informed the NSW OTA Inc that the capitation fees paid by NSW OTA Inc will incur a GST payment, as per an Australian Tax Office ruling.

Moved:  J Waldron

Seconded: C Simmonds

There was a question from the floor, as NSW OTA Inc had shown a profit on last years’ balance sheet was there really a need to increase membership fees.

Kerry Rodgers responded that the profit arises as a result of careful management of the annual conference. The sale of exhibitor stands is the main income stream for the NSW OTA. At the 2009 conference there were approximately 25 more stands sold than at the 2010 conference. If we are to remain in a favourable financial situation we need to ensure that operating costs are covered. The NSW OTA is now paying “market rates” for secretariat services following a decision by the CoN to discontinue offering subsidised secretariat services after it became clear that this was unsustainable.

The questioner did not require any additional information.

There being no further debate from the floor the motion was put to the meeting.

The motion was passed by a majority vote, with 3 members voting against and 2 members abstaining.

Action: Motion passed.

9. Rita Stahl Award – Menna Davies provided an overview of Rita Stahl and how best to commemorate her contribution to the NSW OTA.  This award has been developed for NSW OTA first time articles published in the ACORN Journal.  The Rita Stahl Literary Award criteria has been developed and will be published on the website.  This award will be awarded for the first time at the NSW OTA Conference in 2011.
10. Certificate of appreciation outgoing executive committee – presentation of certificates and pens to:
Mark Davies 

Menna Davies

Katie Frankiewicz

Adele Garvan

Cheryl Simmonds

(Lois Hamlin will be presented with her certificate and pen at the next Executive meeting.)

11. Award Presentations - There were no nominees for Awards. The meeting attendees were reminded to ensure that nominations were received by the appropriate closing date, and that this is our opportunity to celebrate outstanding colleagues and recognise those members who qualify for life membership. 

11. Close of Meeting: 16.05

12. Open Forum

12.1  The OTA Executive recently voted to develop OTA endorsed competencies which will be published on the website. Lilian Blair would like to develop a working party, with members from across NSW to assist.  Please see Lilian if you would like to nominate for this working party.  Calls for participation will be made shortly.

12.2 ACORN President – Fran O’Brien advised that the incoming ACORN President for 2011 is Vicky Jackson from W.A and the ACORN Treasurer is Rob McCann from S.A and Tracy Kerle from the OTA Executive has been elected the Honorary Secretary.
12.3 NSW OTA Quilt – calls for assistance to finalise the assembly of the quilt.  Please see Eve Stones if interested and would like to thank Margaret Weissman for her assistance to date.
12.4 Lynne Hoey Chairperson Zone 1 – reassured everyone that the conference for Zone 1 is still going ahead in August – please support.

12.5 Marg Butler requested that out of town OTA conferences not be held in the same year as ACORN conferences.  She also asked if the ACORN standards are close to being posted on line.  The response is May.

12.6 Fran O’Brien advised that the ACORN competencies and standards will be distributed together again.

12.7 Tanya Knee suggested that one day a year all the Zones get together to collaborate.  Debbie Dobbs advised that this can be explored 
There being no further business the Open Forum was closed.
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